
Restart Committee Meeting 
July 21, 2020 

 
Minutes 

 
Attendees: 
 
Adina D’Ambola   Erik Hammerdahl 
Carley Bollard    Sasha Heinz 
Carol Collins    Debbie Kiraly 
Mike Davison    Margarita Malave 
Lorraine Dillon   Andrea Marmolejos 
Janet Fike    Marissa Newby 
Matt Fernandez   Damon Murtha 
Jenn Ferraioli    Christine Nathan 
Kelly Flood    Anne Prenovost 
Kathy Galvin    Scott Sesnick 
Diana Garces    Denise Smallacomb 
Julie Gardner    Terry Yanow 

 
 

1. Welcome 
 
Janet informed the Committee that the Governor has approved a full-time virtual 
instructional option if that is the desire of parents. 

 
2. Sanitizing – Erik Hammerdahl 
 

The MUJC uses EPA registered sanitizer on touchpoints as well as floors.   It is important 
that they are EPA registered as the EPA certifies that the disinfectant kills specific 
bacteria/viruses.  Staff members have spray bottles and cloths available for their use to 
clean and disinfect surfaces during the day.  There are to be no paper decorations on the 
walls because they cannot be disinfected.  
 
Polycarbonate is being used as  “sneeze guards” in the main offices, nurses’ offices, and 
isolation rooms. 
 
The MUJC has a fresh air component to all of its HVAC units and, therefore, windows 
should not be opened.  Our system uses the highest quality filters and we are looking at 
what else we can do for filtration. 

 
3. Protocol – DLC Principals 
 

We are researching health status surveys for parents and staff to complete.  Guidance 
appears to be constantly changing about this.  Items in the classroom must be able to be 
disinfected.  Furniture will be set up so students are facing one direction and will be socially 
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distanced.  There will be an isolation room for those students who become ill at school with 
items to engage the child while he/she is waiting to be picked up. 
 
In New Providence, the staff is working on a plan to get the students out of the classroom 
once a day.  New Providence has two playgrounds.  Two classes can go to the playground, 
one group of classes in the morning and the other in the afternoon with the playground 
being disinfected between the classes. 
 
There will be tape on the floors as visual reminders of social distancing.  Exits and 
entrances will be separate.  In Warren, stairways will be one way. 
 
There will be no swimming in Warren at the beginning of the school year. 
 
There will be no visitors for the first month, except for emergencies.  IEP meetings will be 
virtual as they have been since March.  If it were necessary for a visitor to enter the DLC, 
the visitor would need to complete a health status survey. 

 
4. Technology – Scott Sesnick 

 
The New Providence network is upgraded as is the network in Warren.  The access between 
the sites has also been upgraded.  We are testing the WiFi in the schools to ensure it will 
work.  Additional Chromebooks have been ordered and some have been received. 
 
Students working remotely will have a specific schedule so they can log in and be involved 
in classroom activity.  If there is a meltdown or medical emergency in the classroom, a 
teacher assistant can take the Chromebook into the hallway or another classroom.  We are 
looking into microphones for the teachers so students at home will be able to easily hear 
the teacher.   
 
Please note the above paragraph pertains to the hybrid model which is no longer the 
model that will be used for the DLC reopening. 
 

4. Restart Plan – Janet Fike 
 
The first forty pages of the MUJC’s plan are taken from the New Jersey Department of 
Education’s “The Road Back:  Restart and Recovery Plan for Education,” which contains 
common elements that all districts must have in their plans.  The last 30 pages contain 
Appendices, which have information that is specific to the DLCs.  This is the section to 
which parents and staff should pay particular attention.  Additionally, the prologue to the 
plan contains specific details pertaining to the DLCs and this should also be reviewed.   
 

5. Student Survey 
 

A student survey was sent to parents to determine if parents preferred onsite instruction, 
hybrid instruction, or completely virtual instruction.  68 responses were received.  To the 
question, “Would you send child if instruction was 5 days per week onsite?” 66% 
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responded yes, 32% responded no, and 1% did not respond.  To the question, “Would you 
send child on a hybrid schedule, 50% onsite, 50% virtual?” 52% responded yes, 38% 
responded no, and 8% did not respond.  To the question, “I am not comfortable sending 
my child to DLC in September,” 33% responded yes, 57% responded no, and 8% did not 
respond.   

 
Once we receive the Governor’s guidance on completely virtual instruction, we will send 
it out.  We will survey parents regarding completely virtual instruction.  If a parent desires 
completely virtual instruction, the sending district’s IEP team would provide feedback 
before a decision is made. 
 
Additionally, staff were asked to inform us by July 31 if they have a medical disability or 
condition for which they would need accommodations. 
 

5. Next Meetings:  Tuesday, August 4, at 2:00 p.m. 
                           Tuesday, August 18, at 2:00 p.m. 


